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When he was nine years old, as I mentioned before, he
had nearly killed his sister. Afterwards the attacks of fear
continued, but the vision changed. The terrible man did
not return. But the figure of a nun appeared, a sort of nurse.
At first her face was veiled, but later unveiled, revealing a
most terrifying expression, a pale, deathlike face. Between
nine and twelve he was haunted by this figure. The fits of
rage, despite increased irritability, ceased; but the manifest
^ epileptic attacks began in their stead. Clearly the vision of
the nurse meant the conversion of the incompatible criminal
tendency, symbolized by "the bearded man, into obvious
disease.
Occasionally such cases are still mainly functional, i.e.
non-organic, so that something may be done for them through
analytical treatment. That is why I have mentioned this case
in some detail. It may show you what sort of things may
be going on behind the scenes in a child's mind.
The fourth group is formed by the neurotic children.
It is of course quite beyond the scope of a single lecture to
give you even an approximate idea of the abundance of
symptoms and forms of the neurosis of childhood. Anything
may be found between abnormally naughty behaviour and
fully declared hysterical states and paroxysms. The distur-
bance can be apparently physical, as for instance hysterical
fever or abnormally low temperature, spasms, lameness, pain,
troubles of digestion and so on; or it cdn be mental and moral,
in the form of excitement or depression, lying, sexual perver-
sions, stealing, and so forth. I remember a very young girl
who had suffered from the most obstinate constipation since
the first year of her life* She had already undergone every
imaginable and unimaginable physical treatment. All had
been useless, because the doctors had overlooked the one
important factor in that child's life, which was a psychical
one, namely, her mother. When I saw the mother and
realized that she was the effective cause, I suggested treatment
for her, advising her at the same time to leave the child alone.

